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Newsletter of the Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club 

• National Weather Service Severe Weather 
Awareness Week March 12 - 16 

 
• “Freeze Your Keys” a Success  
 
• Helpful Features on Your Mobile Radio 
  
• A Simple Set 
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     QRZ is a monthly publication of the 
Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club and may 
be quoted in other publications provided a 
credit line is included and the author (if 
known) is given acknowledgment. Items 
related to amateur radio will be advertised 
free of charge. Articles for publication in 
QRZ are always welcome and willingly 
accepted in any form. We reserve the right 
to edit material as necessary. Please let the 
Editor know if you experience problems 
getting your issues of QRZ, or if it is 
received in a difficult to read state. 
Members are encouraged to receive their 
QRZ via E-mail, rather than paper copy. 
Requests to receive the hard copy version 
will be honored. Your effort to reduce club 
expenses will be appreciated. 

     Comments or suggestions regarding the 
QRZ format are welcome and appreciated. 

MEETINGS 

Date: First Thursday of each month 
Time: 7:30 p.m., Central Time 

Location: The American Red Cross 
525 Shawnee 

Leavenworth, KS 

On the cover:   

     This year’s severe weather season is almost upon us.  Will you know what to look 
for when the time comes?  Will you be ready?  Be prepared with the National 
Weather Service’s Severe Weather Awareness Week, running March 12 - 16th.  De-
tails in this issue. 

   

  In this month’s issue.... 
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From My Shack to Yours 
 
Dan Borneman - W9JXZ 
     This has been a rather busy month with lots of things going on at work and with the club.  
Along with a sinus cold as I write this message to all of you. 

Last Month: 
     We had our “Freeze Your Keys” on Saturday 10-Feb and Gary, WB0MNA,  and his team 
once again did a great job of organizing the Kickapoo QRP ARC sponsored event.  I’m sure 
Doug, KC5VKG,  has included some of the fine pictures taken at the event, and one or two I wish 
were lost. (Unfortunately, a link to pictures of the event would not cooperate and I have been 
unable to get pics.  If anyone has any they would like put in the QRZ, please send them and I will 
include them in a future issue - Ed.) I personally had a lot of fun and the food was great, espe-
cially the brownies.  A number of experimental antennas were set up that Mike, K0MDS,  and 
Gary had been working on.  I also set up a random wire with my HF radio and made a contact 
with a ham in Hawaii.  That was pretty cool.  I wrote the call sign down on a scratch pad, but 
didn’t take it with me.  If any of you have the scratch pad please let me know, sure want to send a 
QSL on that one.  Speaking of cool, the weather was somewhat cooperative with as I recall tem-
peratures in the high 20s and just a little wind. 
The “Key” to comfort at one of these events is wearing your deer hunting bibs and coat with thin-
sulate boots and gloves.  I was toasty, but there was a lot of ice and I did end up on my butt twice.  
 

Happening Now: 
     23-Feb, was the February testing session.  With the demise of Morse Code as a requirement 
for General class and above licensing, hams came from all around to take a test or upgrade there 
license.  John, LC0VRN,  is writing an article for the local news papers.   
     The MO-KAN VEC handles local amateur radio testing, headed up by Martha, WB0ERI their 
team leader.  Martha surprised all of us last night with a donation of $120.00 to the club coffers.  
This was the excess monies over their expenses from last nights testing session.  Martha, please 
accept our sincere thanks to you and your fantastic team for the donation.   
     Tonight, the 24-Feb at the Pullman restaurant is the by monthly club dinner, and I’m sure I’ll 
see a lot of you there. 
 

The Future: 
Meeting at the EOC: 
     Still planning on holding a monthly meeting at the new Leavenworth EOC.  John, KC0VRN, 
is working with Chuck Magaha for this event.   
Field Day: 
As all of you know, last month we voted on and approved to move the 2007 Field day to River 
Front Park in downtown Leavenworth.  Not sure if we have ever done this before, but this should 
be a great way for PKARC to show the community the types of things we do.  Hopefully this will 
also attract new members.  The park is quite popular in the summer with us locals and we should 
have lots of visitors asking questions. 
Club Picnic: 
Don’t forget the planned summer family picnic Dave, KE0DL,  is organizing our outing so keep 
your eye on the QRZ for location and time.   

I also set up a random wire with my HF radio and made a contact 

with a ham in Hawaii.  That was pretty cool.   

Keep your eyes 
on the QRZ for 
information on 

the Summer 
Family Picnic 
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PKARC TEST DATES 
     Club members and others interested in taking the FCC examinations for the various license classes 
should know that testing sessions for the Club have been set at the American Red Cross building on 
Shawnee Street, Leavenworth at 7:00pm. The next testing date for 2007 is scheduled for 27 April. Please 
notify Martha Auchard, WB0ERI, at 772-7350 of your desire to take the test, so Volunteer Examiners can 
be notified and all the elements you need are on hand. 
     If you need assistance preparing, please ask any of the Club officers. Classes will be held also 
throughout the year depending on the number of those interested in devoting the time. 

NOAA WEATHER RADIO ON-LINE - A web site which provides on-line streaming of 
NOAA weather radio reports from stations around the country is now available.  Sta-
tions are listed alphabetically by state.  There’s also a stand-alone player available 
so users don’t have to keep an entire window open  Note that besides weather re-
ports there have been efforts recently to use these systems to broadcast emergency 

(non-weather) information also.  NOAA Weather Radio Online can be found at:  
http://www.wunderground.com/wxradio/ 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK -  The 
annual NWS Severe Weather Awareness Week is scheduled for March 12 - 16th, 
2007, with the annual nationwide Tornado Drill scheduled for 1:30pm on Tuesday, 
March 13th.  Also scheduled for March 13th, is the annual NWS SkyWARN Spotter 
Talk, held at the National Guard Armory at 4th and Metropolitan, starting at 7:00pm.  

Arrive early as this session tends to fill up fast.  Also, this is a good time of the year to review your 
home preparedness plans, as well as check, or assemble your home disaster supplies kit.  A 
good reference, put out by the Olathe Emergency Management, is their Safe Neighborhood 
Workbook, which may be located at 
http://www.olatheks.org/Residents/Fire/documents/SAFENeighborhood.pdf.  

Revised ARRL Band Chart available (Feb 22, 2007) -- A new ARRL band 
chart reflecting all changes to the FCC Amateur Radio Service rules as of Febru-
ary 23, 2007, is available for downloading on the ARRL Web site in either black 
and white or color versions. Created by ARRL Senior Technical Illustrator, Dave 
Pingree, N1NAS, the attractive new chart represents a major change from earlier 

designs. This is the same chart featured in the eight-page "Welcome" tear-out section in March 
QST (following page 48). The entire QST tear out also is available for downloading in PDF format. 
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FROM THE KICKAPOO QRP ARC OPERATING DESK 
 -- GARY A, WB0MNA 
 
     The Third Annual “Freeze Your Keys” winter operating event sponsored by the Kickapoo QRP ARC is 
now in the history books.  The weather on February 10, 2007 tried it’s best to freeze our keys. 

     Upon my arrival at the Weston Bend State Park at 06:45 a.m. the temperature was around 8 degrees 
Fahrenheit and never went above 29 degrees all day except when you stood in the sunlight.  The morning 
was partly sunny, but from noon on it was an overcast day. 

     We had a total of 15 people sign our event log.  Most of these were licensed hams and there rest were 
visitors including the park ranger. 

     A total of four stations were on the air covering the 20 and 40 meter CW and SSB modes of operation.  
We had contacts in 16 states running at 10 watts or less.  All of the antennas were wire type in various 
configurations.  

     One of our goals with this event was to see what antenna systems we could get to work.  In this re-
gard, Mike Stewart – K0MDS erected a system to easily raise and lower various antennas for testing and 
use. 

     Lunch consisted of good hot stew, chili and corn bread.  I’m sure everyone around at lunch time had 
plenty to eat and we’re pleased with the menu. 

 

Lessons learned?   

     Shelters with some type of heat were very helpful.  Fortunately we had access to electricity so we 
could run electric heaters.  In addition, we had two propane style heaters to keep people warm. 

     A lot of information was discussed concerning antenna design, construction and operation.  Lots of an-
tenna testing occurred, some with good results and some with poor results for the location we were work-
ing with. 

     Set up time took a bit longer than expected due to the cold and need for erecting tents and antenna 
supports.  Our start time for the first contact was expected to be 08:00 a.m. but didn’t happen until 08:29 
a.m. on 20 meters. 

     With all of the advertising both nationally and locally the attendance fell short of what we were hoping 
for.  There were no problems with poor roads due to snow like last year so people must have had other 
things to keep them busy or didn’t want to get out in the cold. 

     People were looking for us on the bands so we tried to make as many contacts as possible with our 10 
watt rigs.  We had another contest going on that was making the bands somewhat crowded but overall we 
were getting good signal reports. 

     We did not have any equipment failures but did have a few problems getting some of the radios to 
work properly.  Mostly this appeared to be due to antenna systems not tuning well and this was exactly 
the type of problem(s) we were hoping to find and figure out how to improve upon. 

     Overall, everyone that attended expressed an interest in the activities and enjoyed attending the 
event.  QSL cards have started arriving in the mail and hopefully we’ll have a fair number of those to dis-
play at the PKARC meeting on March 1. 

     Mark your calendars now for the 4th annual “FYK” day.  Next year we will be operating on Saturday, 
February 9, 2008 at the same location. 

CQ CQ CQ QRP 
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This month we’ll look at your mobile radio and some handy features you may not know it has. 
 
Today’s radios pack incredible capabilities into small packages. The simple displays of many mobile radios 
hide an amazing wealth of functions. Access to these powerful tools usually means navigating menus and 
submenus. Precisely timed button pushes are required. Pair this with less-than-clear operating manuals, and 
it is no wonder many operators are satisfied with programming in a few memory channels. With a little 
practice, and a peek at the manual, you may tap into some great tools your radio has to offer. 
 
Two useful features of many modern mobile radios are the automatic power off and the automatic timeout 
settings. To see if your radio has these features, look in the Initial Set section of the operator’s manual. You 
may find this towards the back of the manual. Don’t have a manual? You may be able to find one online 
through the manufacturer’s web site. 
 

Automatic power off allows the radio to turn itself off if it is inactive. Common increments are 30 
minutes, 1 hour, 2 hours, 3 hours, and Off . In some Icom radios, Off is the default setting. Kenwood 
and Yaesu radios may use a default that limits the time the radio will stay on without keying. Have 
you ever left the radio on by mistake? Activating this feature can save you a dead battery. 

 
Timeout timers work like the one on the 147.000+ repeater. If the radio transmits for longer than 
the set period, the radio automatically cuts off the transmission and goes into receive mode. This 
prevents a “hot mike” situation where a stuck microphone ties up the frequency. Again, your ra-
dio’s manual will let you know what the options are for this setting. 
 
Both of these menu items can be tailored to your own operating style. Take some time this cold winter to 
find the specifics for your radio and set them to your liking. While you’re at it, see if you can find other 
tools that may be useful. 
 
Next month we’ll look at DTMF. Autopatch anyone? 

Tech Corner 
Mike Stewart - K0MDS 



QRZ    VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3   March 2007 

Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club 7 www.pkarc.org 

Second Op 
  Musings from the Second Chair 

 
  Greetings from your humble Vice President.  This is the first of what I hope to be a continuing segment. 

     Another month has come and gone, and what a somewhat busy one it was.  Unfortunately for yours truly, the 
personal was busier than the radio.  While unable to attend, judging by the comments and articles in this issue, the 
annual “Freeze Your Keys” event was another success.  Congrats to Gary, WB0MNA and KQARC, W0EBB for another 
fine event.  Unfortunately, a link provided for pictures of the event turned out “broken” so I don’t have any pho-
tos...yet.  If anyone has photos they would like included, please feel free to send them in and I will try to put them in 
a future issue. 

     February 23rd marked another milestone in amateur radio history: the removal of the Morse Code requirement 
from amateur radio licensing.  Along with that, some 200,000+ Technician class license holders without code gained 
access to HF bands similar to those of the “old” Novice license.  Ironically, those new privileges only cover the CW 
portions of several of the bands, while a small segment of the 28MHz band will cover RTTY, Data, and SSB. 

     February 23rd also marked another license exam session, and with it, the availability for “paper upgrades”, or, 
those with CSCEs for higher elements the ability to instantly upgrade.  Members of the MO-KAN VEC were kept busy 
with paperwork for both the upgrades, as well as quite a few taking exams.  Martha, WB0ERI, and her team of VEs 
managed to keep things flowing.  Fantastic job by all.  And congrats to all those who became new hams, or up-
graded to a higher class. 

     The removal of the Morse code requirement has not been without its share of controversy.  It was a long, hard 
fought battle for both sides.  Personally, I have mixed emotions regarding its loss.  On one hand, as a previous Tech-
nician, sadly it’s arrival did not come soon enough.  Yet, on the other, I feel somewhat privileged for the opportunity 
to become one of amateur radio’s “coders”.  However you feel about the loss of the code requirement, let us not for-
get one thing:  we are all operators.  Whether we choose to pound out dits and dahs, sling out bits and bytes, or 
speak into a microphone, we all do the same thing….we communicate, and have fun.  After all, isn’t that a part of 
what amateur radio is about? 

   Part of the “debate” regarding the code requirement was that it would help keep out the “undesirables”, that its 
removal would create an atmosphere similar to what the Citizens Band has become.  Well sorry to say that some of 
those “undesirables” were already on the bands before the issue even came around.  A trip to some of the lower 
bands (you OTs know which ones) will prove that. 

    On a different note, keep in mind that this year’s round of severe weather season is just around the corner.  It’s 
already proven off to a “good” start , with one tornado already reported in Missouri, and several in Arkansas.  And 
with that, the National Weather Service is holding their annual Sever Weather Awareness Week from March 12 - 16, 
with the national Tornado Drill on March 13th, beginning at 1:30pm.  Also on the 13th, the National Weather Service 
will have their annual Storm Spotter Talk.  This year it will be held at the National Guard Armory at 4th and Metro-
politan, beginning at 7:00pm.  Plan on arriving early, as this class has a tendency to fill up fast.  And be sure to have 
a picture ID ready at the door. 

     Well, that about does it from this side. 

73 all...have a good work week.  

 

Doug - KC5VKG 
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A Simple Radio 
 
This little radio started as a kit by the Xtal Set Society. It’s called an XS-W crystal set, and it can pick up AM broadcast stations. 
Dad, K0MDS,  saw it at the St. Joe hamfest, and I built it in about a half hour. 

 

The kit had fourteen parts to solder on the board. I also had to connect the antenna and earpiece to the plugs. The red and black 
connectors go to the antenna wire and a ground. Dad drilled the holes and mounted the board in the Altoids tin. Did you notice it 
doesn’t have any batteries? That’s what makes this so neat. 

To tune the radio, you move the little black jumpers to get close to the station’s frequency. There are 15 combinations that let you 
hear AM radio stations. It seems to work best at night. 
 
Once the soldering was done, we tried it with Dad’s HF antenna first. It worked! I could hear stations all around the Midwest. It 
takes a really long wire to make this radio receive. 
 
This was a fun project to build. Maybe you would like to try it with one of your kids or grandkids. It’s not an iPod, but it’s some-
thing you can build together and learn about radios. Have fun. 
 
73 & 88, 
 
Emily - KC0PTL 

The Xtal Set Society’s XS-W Crystal Set, as well as other kits,  is available from the Xtal Set Society and retails for $16.95 + 
S&H and can be ordered at    http://www.midnightscience.com/kits.html 
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The purpose of the Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club is 
to further the exchange of information and 
cooperation among members, to promote radio 
knowledge, fraternalism and individual efficiency, to 
provide assistance to the best advantagein the event of 
emergency, and to conduct club programs and 
activities to advance the general interest and welfare 
of amateur radio. 
Anyone interested in the activities of this organization 
will be eligible for membership. Members must 
comply with FCC rules and regulations, as well as 
rules established by the club. Dues are $20 per year 
(no extra cost for spouse or minor children who are 
amateurs). 

P.O. Box 632 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

http://www.pkarc.org 

MEETINGS 
Date: First Thursday of each month 

Time: 7:30 p.m., Central Time 
Location: The American Red Cross 

525 Shawnee 
Leavenworth, KS 

THE PLOT KNOB 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

AFFILIATIONS 

THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY 

LEAGUE 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

THE LEAVENWORTH COUNTY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 

ADVERTISEMENT 

DAVIS FUNERAL CHAPEL 
“SINCE 1855” 

 
LOCALLY OWNED AND 

OPERATED-PRE-ARRANGED 
FUNERAL PLANS 

 
1-913-682-5523 

531 SHAWNEE STREET 
LEAVENWORTH, KS 

 
DAVIS T. MOULDEN 

WB0YNE 
 

DEBBIE MOULDEN 
N0KOA 

The Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club conducts 2 
nets every week, with a 2 meter net every 
Wednesday evening at 7:30 on the 147.00+ (PL 
151.4) repeater, and a 70cm net every Sunday 
evening at 7:15 on the 444.80+ repeater.  All 
amateurs are welcome to join.   


