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     QRZ is a monthly publication of the Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club and may be quoted in other 
publications provided a credit line is included and the author (if known) is given acknowledgment. 
Items related to amateur radio will be advertised free of charge. Articles for publication in QRZ are 
always welcome and willingly accepted in any form. We reserve the right to edit material as 
necessary. Please let the Editor know if you experience problems getting your issues of QRZ, or if it is 
received in a difficult to read state. Members are encouraged to receive their QRZ via E-mail, rather 
than paper copy. Requests to receive the hard copy version will be honored. Your effort to reduce club 
expenses will be appreciated. 

     Comments or suggestions regarding the QRZ format are welcome and appreciated. 

Welcome to the  
Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club   
    The purpose of the Pilot Knob 
Amateur Radio Club (PKARC) is to 
further the exchange of information 
and cooperation among members, 
to promote radio knowledge, 
fraternalism and individual 
efficiency, to provide assistance to 
the best advantagein the event of 
emergency, and to conduct club 
programs and activities to advance 
the general interest and welfare of 
amateur radio. 

     PKARC is an ARRL Special 
Service Club.  The club participates 
in various activities in Leavenworth 
County by providing communica-
tions for local events, emergency 
communications, and promotion of 
the amateur radio service through-
out the community. 

     Anyone interested in the 
activities of this organization will be 
eligible for membership. Members 
must comply with FCC rules and 
regulations, as well as rules 
established by the club. Dues are 
$25 per year (no extra cost for 
spouse or minor children who are 
amateurs).  Meetings are held the 
first Thursday of each month at 
7:30pm at the American Red 
Cross, 525 Shawnee in downtown 
Leavenworth and are open to the 
public. 

     The weekly PKARC Net is held 
every Wednesday evening at 
7:30pm local time on the 147.00+ 
repeater (PL tone of 151.4 re-
quired) as well as a 70cm Net 
every Sunday at 7:00pm, on the 
444.800+ repeater.  All amateurs 
are invited to join, and visitors are 
always welcome! 

     The Leavenworth County ARES 
group conducts two nets every 
week.  A regular net is held every 
Thursday evening (except the first 
Thursday of the month), at 7:30pm 
on the 145.33- repeater, and an 
Information and Training Net every 
Sunday evening at 7:30pm on the 
147.00+ repeater (PL tone of 151.4 
required).  Any amateurs interested 
in emergency communications are 
invited to join. 

     All times listed are local. 

 

President’s notes. Continued from Page 1.  

I have a theory that the acronym APRS still has greater value to all of us if we 
use the words Automatic Packet Reporting System verses Automatic Position 
Reporting System.  The true utility of this system is in its ability to disburse real 
time and near real time information to a local community (in this case) or using 
APRS‐IS to literally the world. 

  

So what I’m hoping to be able to demonstrate is that: 

  

1.       We can help provide a second set of eyes to things like the Map (the 
plan). 

2.       With all the really smart folks in the Amateur community there are 
lots of technical solutions for gathering and disseminating information 
in an emergency. 

3.       We are ready (have the tools in place), willing (available when 
needed) and able (proficient in their use )to make them part of the 
Emergency Management Tool Set. 

  

So in that light, what I’m actually trying to put together is: 

  

The items to support the plan are relatively fixed in nature and give the 
global view in a “perfectly executed plan”.  They are editable but in a 
very inefficient way.  

 
 
 
 
Ed. Note:  Next month we’ll see the rest of Rich’s vision. In fact, his 

executable plan by that time will be ready to become reality, and 
can be put to the test. 
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Hans Zimmermann - F5VKP/HB9AQS 

Each year on 18 April, radio amateurs celebrate World Amateur Radio Day. On that day in 1925 the International 
Amateur Radio Union (IARU) was founded. In 2009, the theme of the event is Amateur Radio: Your Resource in Dis-
aster and Emergency Communication.  (Note: this is the date of the Ararat Shrine Hambash!) 

It is not by coincidence that last year's meeting of the IARU Administrative Council chose this subject at this time. 
While the Amateur Radio Service has traditionally made its contributions to emergency and disaster response ever 
since its very beginnings almost 100 years ago, this role has gained a lot of importance just in the recent past. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wayne Deaver, KC0YSL, sends this message about the 2009 version of the Severe Weather Symposium.  This is done 
annually and always has several top notch speakers. Check the web site given in the message for all the de-
tails.<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Below is a link to the Website for this year's DCEM Severe Weather Symposium here in Lawrence on March 21st.  
Could you please post; contains further information concerning the Symposium, the Guest Speakers, as well as anon-
line registration form. 

<http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/em/volunteering/em_symposium.aspx> 

Wayne Deaver Douglas County Skywarn KC0YSL centuryestimator@yahoo.com 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Feb 28, Mar 7 & 14 - Technician License Class, Johnson County (MO) 
Emergency Management, 122 Hout Street, Warrensburg, MO 64093, 0800-1700 each 
day, Test on March 14 after radio club meeting about 1000.  Class is free, test 
fee is $15. Contact Gloria, 660-747-2666, for information.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I thought I would remind you that our Overland Park W5YI VE testing  group will once again be giving 
amateur radio exams at the Ararat  Shrine Hamfest on April 18th. Please contact Jim Lee at 913 745-
5121,  e-mail: <jimlee@k.c.rr.com>, or myself, Norma Libby at 816 353-8408  (H)  816 536-0469 (C),  
e-mail: <normalibby@sbcglobal.net> for information and to register.   Testing will begin at 9:00 A.M. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The first issue of WorldRadio Online -- February 2009 -- is now posted on the CQ website. It is available 
to all without charge. 
To download and view the issue, go to the CQ home page at<http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com> and 
click on the "WorldRadio Online" box. You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader in order to read      
WorldRadio Online. If you do not have it, scroll to the bottom of the welcome page and you will find a 
link for a free download. 
To sign up for the free WorldRadio Online e-mail alert list, which will provide detailed previews of each 
issue, go to<http://mailman.sunserver.com/mailman/listinfo/WorldRadio-L> and register. 
WorldRadio Online is a monthly publication of CQ Communications, Inc. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Many thanks to Dennis Pearson KC0TJY for forwarding the above news items! 
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Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club Upcoming Events 
    

Build Day is coming up! 

March 28th—Pilot Knob Club Radio Shack—0900 

Several of us have Direction Finding Kits that we’ve never assembled, and others have 
recently ordered kits.  We’ll be joined by hams who have Direction Finding (DF) kits 

already who can help us complete our new kits. 

Somewhere around noon we should be done and will embark on a Foxhunt to see how well our individual 
DF equipment works.  Should be fun, and the weather shouldn’t be too much of a problem by then. 

DIRECTION FINDING DOES HAVE A USE 

 

The primary reason most of us will  have for working with a direction finder  is for fun and games, along with the experience and 
satisfaction of having worked on maybe our first electronic project related to a radio. 

 

There are other reasons to have a direction finder and know how to use it.  That was proven 
recently on the east coast when ham operators were able to assist local police in locating the 
source of  RF energy that was preventing electronic keys from locking cars in a department 
store parking lot.  No one had any idea of how to find out what the problem was until the hams 
were called in.  Through the use of direction finding equipment very similar to what we’ll be 
building, they were able to trace the emission to what was thought to be part of the store’s se-
curity system!  The next day everything was back to normal.  The store had nothing to say 
about what they did to resolve the problem. 

JUDGE RULES IN FAVOR OF AMATEUR IN PALMDALE ANTENNA SUPPORT 
STRUCTURE CASE  

 

On Friday, February 6, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge David Yaffe 
issued a ruling in favor of Alec Zubarau, WB6X, of Palmdale, California, 
in Zubarau's case against the City of Palmdale 

<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/12/19/10512/?nc=1>. Last year, 
after Zubarau received a valid building permit from the City to erect an 
antenna support structure, the City of Palmdale revoked Zubarau's 
building permit after he had erected the tower. According to Zubarau's 
attorney, Len Shaffer, WA6QHD, the Court's ruling invalidates the 
actions of the City in revoking Zubarau's permit and requires the City 
to allow him to replace the tower.  
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CQ CQ CQ QRP 

The 5th annual ‘Freeze Your Keys’ event is now in the history books and this year we 
definitely had the real weather that could freeze our keys and anything else that was ex-
posed. 
The morning started off at around 20 degrees Fahrenheit and by mid afternoon had 
managed to make it up to the mid 30’s.  It was a fairly clear and sunny day and fortu-
nately the wind was low to moderate and as such most operators and visitors stayed rea-
sonably warm. 
We had 4 stations on the air plus one APRS station.  The bands were fairly active with 
several state QSO party operations going on throughout the day. 
Good warm chili, cornbread and stew were made available at noon and served to re-
fresh the operators and guests. 
A testing session was conducted for one applicant.  Richard Head – KD0GDV passed 
his General Class test and is now working on his Extra Class exam.  Congratulations to 
Richard. 
Contacts were made with stations in 15 different states and two countries.  The best 
contact of the day was a CW contact made by Mike Stewart – K0MDS.  He was run-
ning 5 watts using a  Elecraft K2 transceiver into a Bazooka antenna on 20 meters and 
confirmed EC8APQ in Tenerife.  If you’re not familiar with Tenerife, it’s a Spanish Is-
land and is the largest of the seven Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of 
West Africa. 
A total of 8 operators participated in this year’s event and we had 14 visitors stop by to 
check out the operation. 
It was a successful event and hopefully will produce a fair number of QSL cards.  Plans 
are already being formed for the 6th annual ‘FYK’ event in 2010. 
Thanks to everyone that participated and made this event successful. 

Gary A. – WB0MNA 

 

The Wednesday night PKARC net is in need of a net control to take over the net  

 

starting in June. Anyone who would like to take over please contact Dave KEØDL 
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2009 VE Testing Dates 
 

O  February 27 

o  April 24                                    

o  June 26 

o  August 28 

o  October 30 

o  December 18 

  

If we don't have any callers to take a test by mid-week leading into the testing date, the testing session will be cancelled for that month.  

If by chance we have several people interested in testing during one of our off months, we may be able to put together a testing session 
to accommodate them.  

All testing sessions will be held at the Red Cross at 7:00 p.m.  

Contacts for a test are: 

o  Martha Auchard - 913-772-7350 

o  Gary Auchard - 913-772-7350 

o  Dave Phillips - 913-651-2621 

Or any of the other qualified VE's that someone might talk to about testing.  

Announcements pertaining to testing will be given during the weekly local 145.330, 147.000 two meter and on the 444.800 repeater nets. 

Minutes of PKARC Club Meeting  
5 February 2009  

1. President Richard Waeltermann, NØXCM, called the meeting to order and held 
 a round robin.  
There were several new members in attendance, plus a few guests and visitors  
who are studying for their test for a total of 31 people. 
2. The minutes of the December meeting were accepted as written.   
3. As of this writing the Freeze Your Keys has taken place. There will be a testing  
session on the 27th of February at the Red Cross building. Be sure to bring a copy  
of your license to the testing session. There will be more information on Kits for  
direction finding prior to the Fox Hunt on March 28th. This will be held at the club  
shack there will be help with soldering during the event. 
4. President Rich was happy to announce that the club shack now has its own  
computer thanks to club member contributions. 
5. Treasurer Evan Strawbridge, WØAVN, submitted his report for January 2009.  
2008 ended with $83.14 and thanks to club dues that have been paid the club  
currently has $853 plus the ham shack money.  



 

www.pkarc.net 7 QRZ - March 2009 

6. President Rich introduced Brian, KCØBS who was presenting a presentation on 
Digital Radio and APRS.  
7. This is just a short synopsis of the program given by Brian, KCØBS about APRS 
and UI-View. Any errors are not the fault of the excellent presenter.  
Brian, KCØBS is a project manager with Compuware. At age 18 Brian obtained his 
ham license. He currently operates 28 repeaters and is involved in Johnson County 
ARES. Since October 2006 he has helped to bring in 350 new hams, 80 of those 
younger then 18, into the hobby.  
APRS stands for Auto Position Reporting System the system is good for sharing live 
data, group communications, and situational awareness. APRS primary use is for 
weather spotting, balloon chasing, emergency operations and special events. In 
weather spotting any good spotter needs a detailed map and knows at least 2 ways 
out of the location. The same things that make APRS useful in weather spotting 
makes it work well for other emergency situations. In balloon chasing you put $400 
to $500 worth of radio equipment on a balloon, you really want to find it. APRS is 
also for everyday fun you can watch displays of many stations even the interna-
tional space station and you can even track family and friends. APRS was invented 
in 1992. APRS is communications of one to many instead of packet’s one to one. It 
uses generic digipeating. APRS uses a smart algorithm so the information is not re-
peated over and over. Go to KCAPRS.org for presentations. The hardware is a 
GPS, TNC, a battery, transmitter and antenna. The GPS has to have a PC interface 
port and it is good to have an external antenna. UI-View works well when there are 
a lot of different jurisdictions involved in one event. UI-View helps to give a clearer 
picture of all that is going on and anyone who is running the same software will be 
able to see the same thing. UI-View contains a map with building info, such as busi-
ness names (which can be extremely helpful when street signs have been blown 
away), these maps also have weather spotter overlays and repeater overlays. 
 
Submitted 
 
Shawn M. Holloway, KCØLPS 
 
Secretary 
 












